[bookmark: _GoBack]UK Tour - Day 8 - Abridged Version

Hi everyone, hope you are enjoying your stay at the Hilton Hotel and that they provided you with a good breakfast.

Today we are off to Brighton. Brighton is a seaside resort on the South Coast, 51 miles due south of central London. Once a tiny fishing community until the late 1700’s, after which the vogue of sea bathing turned it into the seaside resort that it is today.

We will travel there by train, but this time the mainline train departs from London Bridge Station, so we will get from here to there using the Underground.

You may want to put your swimming costumes and a towel in a back pack and bring it with you as we will be going on the beach and you will get a chance to have a swim if you choose to. There are beach huts in which you can change if you don’t fancy fighting with a towel on the sand.

We are leaving our hotel and heading for the Underground Circle Line. The Underground and Mainline Paddington Stations are both in the same building [As is the Hilton Hotel], just in different sections. 

When we get to the platform, the first two minutes of this video will show you what the underground is like.

London Underground
https://youtu.be/8iTLJje9sKY 

We travel on the Circle Line to Moorgate where we get off and walk to the Northern Line platform. We get on a second train which takes us to London Bridge.

If you are interested in the history of London Bridge station, click below:-

London Bridge Station - History
https://www.networkrail.co.uk/who-we-are/our-history/iconic-infrastructure/the-history-of-london-bridge-station/

We then walk through London Bridge station, from the underground platform to the mainline, platform 12, and onto the train. This time we are allowed to sit up the front with the driver! Sit back and enjoy the ride.

Train Journey from London Bridge to Brighton
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sE04Faxfo7I

We have arrived at Platform 3 Brighton Station and it is now time to go and see what Brighton has to offer.

We come out of the station into Terminus Road. Walk the short distance to Trafalgar Street and turn left into it. Underneath the railway station is the 

Brighton Toy and Model Museum If you fancy a quick look inside.
https://www.brightontoymuseum.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/vBFpsU1IzS4 Start at 1.00 minute]

Keep going straight along Trafalgar St until you turn right into Sydney Street. There are a lot of very interesting shops along this road. This area is known as 

North Laine

North Laine is Brighton’s most Bohemian district. Cool cafes, street performers, arty bookshops and record stores, vintage fashions, 50s kitsch, and up-and-coming designers are to be found here in abundance.
https://youtu.be/CPjPypKeRE8

Sydney Street becomes Kensington Street. When you reach North Road turn right and then left into Gardner Street. Keep going until you reach Church Street and turn left. Continue passed New Road and on the right hand side is 

The Brighton Dome 

This is an arts venue that contains the Concert Hall, the Corn Exchange and the Studio Theatre. All three venues are linked to the rest of the Royal Pavilion Estate by a tunnel to the Royal Pavilion in Pavilion Gardens and through shared corridors to the Brighton Museum. 
https://brightondome.org/ 
https://youtu.be/ug8hegPd_W8
https://youtu.be/gfkphJ-AK18

We continue on and find the entrance to the 

Museum & Art Gallery
https://brightonmuseums.org.uk/brighton/
https://youtu.be/FMNf3t3zDdY
https://youtu.be/_XlTQPtANfk

At the end of Church Street swing right into the A23 and Old Steine. On your right is the 

Royal Pavilion. 
https://brightonmuseums.org.uk/royalpavilion/whattosee/
https://youtu.be/Pay6hkMOuW4
https://youtu.be/mVz7odlOLF8
https://youtu.be/lstnSku1Ycg

We come back out of Pavilion Buildings, go straight across the B2066 and into East Street. We have arrived at a very nice little courtyard at Market Street, which could be a good spot for lunch. Check out the menus. I can see:-

Eating places where we might get lunch

Baker & Spice  
https://www.bakerandspice.co.uk/

The Sussex Arms   
https://www.greeneking-pubs.co.uk/pubs/east-sussex/sussex/?utm_source=g_places&utm_medium=locations&utm_campaign=

English’s Seafood Restaurant & Oyster Bar  
https://www.englishs.co.uk/menus-1/

Hopefully there is something here to suit everyone. If not, we just passed 

Pret-a-Manger in East Street
https://www.pret.co.uk/en-gb/find-a-pret/bn1%201hl

and there are plenty more ahead up Market Street.

We leave this square and head up Market Street to Brighton Place. Turn left and keep going to Bartholomews Road. Turn left along Bartholomews and continue straight up the Avenue. At the end of the Avenue turn right and veer left around to the A23, head right, down to the seafront.

You are now standing in front of Brighton Palace Pier. At this point we have four alternatives in very close proximity. Today we will only have time to go to one of them, you can choose which one (you can come back to the others on another occasion!). They are:-

Sea Life Centre - Aquarium
https://www.visitsealife.com/brighton/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=nz_8VWrqJ3A [Start at 2.30 minutes]

Brighton Zip Wire - 300 metres long zip wire and also 24 metres drop zone. 
https://brightonzip.com/zip-wire/
https://youtu.be/EI2TX2e0EEE

Hop-on Hop-off bus 
https://youtu.be/borp5FTaOjU 

Brighton Palace Pier
http://www.brightonpier.co.uk/
https://youtu.be/sTINnN5I8rs 

If you are interested in the history of the pier
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=F1TbJWr746c

Hope you all enjoyed your chosen activity and are now ready to move on down the promenade.

Turn to your right and stroll straight ahead. Don’t forget to look to your left at the beautiful blue sea and the beach. 

A short way along, down the steps, under the roadway, accessible from the beach, is the 

Fisherman’s Museum 
https://www.seafrontheritage.co.uk/virutal-tour
On the right hand side is 

The Brighton Centre - they host live music and entertainment
https://www.brightoncentre.co.uk/


On the left, in the water you will see the remains of the West Pier that closed in 1975, started to collapse in 2002, then two fires in 2003 left little of the original structure.

West Pier
https://www.westpier.co.uk/

Just before the West Pier there is the 

British Airways i360 
https://britishairwaysi360.com/
https://youtu.be/-mODb5eampc

Good job we booked and didn’t have to wait in the queue. What a view from the top!

Now would be a good time to go onto the beach to soak up some sun and to go for that swim if you would like to. We should be able to rent a deck chair and find somewhere to ‘pitch camp’.

Brighton Beach
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fi2-prod.mirror.co.uk%2Fincoming%2Farticle9847526.ece%2FALTERNATES%2Fs615%2FPAY-PROD-180217beach_origs_00001.jpg&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.mirror.co.uk%2Fnews%2Fuk-news%2Fsunbathers-shirts-brighton-beach-february-9847442&tbnid=S-YIdggw5U2v7M&vet=12ahUKEwj3kNSQp7vpAhV-FjQIHeFZB9gQMyg2egUIARChAQ..i&docid=EwyLPVsHglVAYM&w=615&h=409&q=brighton%20beach%20uk&ved=2ahUKEwj3kNSQp7vpAhV-FjQIHeFZB9gQMyg2egUIARChAQ

If you need to change for a swim, the beach huts are here
https://scarletwonderland.com/wp-content/uploads/2012/07/Brighton-Beachhuts-UK.jpg 
Today it is reasonably quiet with few people, but if you would like to see what it can be like on a hot Bank Holiday, see below :-
https://www.newsflare.com/video/202962/weather-nature/bank-holiday-brighton-beach-heatwave

Goodness me! Look at the time. We better rush or we will be late for our reservation at The Witchez Photo Design Café Bar.

Turn round and head back to the Palace Pier. At the pier, cross over the road to Sea Life and take the road to the left of it. (A259). Carry on until you get to Broad Street and Witchez is on the A259 before you get to Madeira Place. Just walk in, claim our table and choose what you fancy from their menu.

The Witchez Photo Design Café Bar
https://thewitchez.co.uk/menu/

I’ve settled the bill, so it is now time to head back to the station. Go back and turn right into the A23 (which is also Old Steine). This becomes Pavilion Parade, Grand Parade, passed the University of Brighton and on to The Richmond Pub. Turn left and cross right over to the other side of the dual carriageway [twin road to the Canadians] to arrive at the start of Gloucester Street. Turn right and walk along the A23 till you get to Trafalgar Street. 

Turn left and this will take you back to the station. Head for platform 3 where the train is waiting.

Train Journey Bath Spa to London Bridge
https://youtu.be/KRugGYNkzCs 

When you get back to London Bridge you have six options for the remainder of your journey to Paddington Station. See:-
https://www.rome2rio.com/s/London-Bridge-Station/London-Paddington-Station
[If you have problems with this website just ignore it and catch the tube.]

When you are safely settled in your hotel room, if you wish to look back on the day, or look at things you may have missed because of lack of time, some of the items below may be of interest.


These may also be of interest

Official Brighton Website
https://www.visitbrighton.com/

The Lanes area of Brighton
https://youtu.be/q1cvSDFGCRo 

Visit to Brighton and Brighton Beach
https://youtu.be/euTXJ-wSJWI 
https://youtu.be/X_QQQG3_CKQ
https://youtu.be/VRn8Tc02TbU  

Brighton Festival 
https://youtu.be/hT-ZhG2MBjU 
https://youtu.be/wcXmIXVod_g


Nearby places of interest

Preston Manor
https://brightonmuseums.org.uk/prestonmanor/what-to-see/

Devil’s Dyke Estate - 2,000 acres of superb downland, woodland and farmland - aerial trip
https://www.nationaltrust.org.uk/devils-dyke 
https://youtu.be/QP2RHqPKR88 

Booth Museum of Natural History
https://brightonmuseums.org.uk/booth/exhibitions-displays/


Hope you have another good night and sleep well.

